THE sensible question to ask about a book is obviously
whether it makes some contribution to a clearer under-
standing of our situation by adding or reaffirming important
considerations and the inferences to be made from these.
Such books could be set off against those that were but"
expressions of vague discontent or emulation, or denuncia-
tions of things because they are as they are or are not as
they are not. I have personally little confidence in those
who cry lo here or lo there. It is premature to advocate
any wide sweeping reconstruction of the social order, al-
though experiments and suggestions should be encouraged.
What we need first is a change of heart and a chastened
mood which will permit an ever-increasing number of people
to see things as they are, in the light of what they have been
and what they might be.
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